GENERAL METRICS FOR RETURNING TO IN-PERSON INSTRUCTION
THROUGH THE ON-SITE OR HYBRID MODEL version 10/28/2020

For a school to fully return to in-person instruction through ODE’s On-Site or Hybrid instructional models, the criteria below must be

met, including the metrics table that follows:

If a school draws >10% of students or >10% of staff from a given county where case rates or test positivity put them in the
“Transition” column (see metrics table below) they should consider delaying a return to in-person instructional models until these
counties also meet the required metrics, unless after discussion with the local public health authority a collaborative decision is
made that the neighboring county community spread does not pose significantly higher-risk.
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EXCEPTIONS TO THE GENERAL METRICS

STATEWIDE ALLOWANCE FOR LIMITED IN-PERSON INSTRUCTION (LIPI) FOR
SPECIFIC GROUPS OF STUDENTS

ODE'’s Comprehensive Distance Learning guidance Ensure strong screening measures are in-place from
provides Limited In-Person Instruction (LIPI) to day one and refer to the Planning for COVID-19
meet the needs of specific groups of students Scenarios in Schools Toolkit for positive cases,
based on needed educational, relational, social- symptomatic individuals, and exposure.

emotional, curricular, instructional, and/or

assessment supports. This includes, but is not

limited to, provisions for supporting students

experiencing disability, English language learners, Fully comply with sections 1-3 of the Ready Schools,
as well as programs such as career technical Safe Learners guidance.

education (CTE) that may require hands-on

demonstration of skills and the provision of secure

assessment environments. This allowance does

not count for instructional time requirements. An Fully comply with Comprehensive Distance Learning
exception to meeting county metrics to implement Guidance for Limited In-Person Instruction (LIPI),
LIPI as an enhancement to Comprehensive which includes further limitations on cohort sizes,
Distance Learning should be prioritized under the time, and more.

following conditions:
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Schools should work with LPHAs to consider the spread of COVID-19 within
schools and the broader community in deciding to temporarily return to
Comprehensive Distance Learning. If there are cases in two or more cohorts
without an identified common exposure, school officials should discuss
with LPHAs to determine if this represents unexplained spread within
the school or broader community. It is encouraged that the school follow
recommendations from their LPHA on whether a temporary transition away
from any in-person instruction (for two weeks or longer) is recommended
to protect the health and safety of the students, staff, families and broader
community.

Schools should consider pausing Limited In-Person
Instruction when county case rates climb over 200
cases per 100,000 in population in counties with
populations >30,000 (or over >60 cases in counties
with <30,000 residents. When considering closing
to in-person instruction for schools that have
opened under any one of the exceptions to the
General Metrics (0b) for reopening schools for in-
person instruction, including the LIPI exception:



https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/healthsafety/Documents/Comprehensive Distance Learning Guidance.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/healthsafety/Documents/Guidance for Limited In-Person instruction during CDL.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/healthsafety/Documents/Comprehensive Distance Learning Guidance.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/healthsafety/Documents/Comprehensive Distance Learning Guidance.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/healthsafety/Documents/Planning and Responding to COVID-19 Scenarios in Schools.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/healthsafety/Documents/Planning and Responding to COVID-19 Scenarios in Schools.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/healthsafety/Documents/Guidance for Limited In-Person instruction during CDL.pdf
http://Planning for COVID-19 Scenarios in Schools Toolkit
http://Planning for COVID-19 Scenarios in Schools Toolkit
http://Planning for COVID-19 Scenarios in Schools Toolkit
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/healthsafety/Documents/Comprehensive Distance Learning Guidance.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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As stated in section Oc, at the point a county reaches the “Distance Learning” column their situation is now high-risk and
all schools in the county are required to move to Comprehensive Distance Learning immediately, including under this
exception.

STATEWIDE EXCEPTION: EMERGENCY WRIVER FOR IN-PERSON INSTRUCTION
AT SCHOOLS IMPACTED BY WILDFIRES

This waiver to provide Emergency In-Person Instruction at schools serving communities impacted by wildfires
is supplemental to the Oregon Department of Education Ready Schools, Safe Learners guidance for the 2020-
21. Please write to ODECOVID19@ode.state.or.us with any questions. This guidance was released on 10-5-20. It
is provisional and subject to further change.

Rationale for Emergency In-Person Instruction for Communities Impacted by Wildfires

Many students and families in communities impacted by wildfires are still displaced from active evacuation
zones, loss of access to their home, or have seen a total loss of housing and infrastructure that has made
accessing Comprehensive Distance Learning impossible. Additionally, some schools that serve communities
impacted by the wildfires in Oregon are experiencing significant and widespread loss of internet connectivity,
technology devices, and safe and supportive places to participate in online Comprehensive Distance Learning.

Many students and families have also experienced significant trauma due to the impact of the wildfires.
This trauma and need for social emotional and mental health support is a driving factor for an emergency
waiver to allow in-person instruction. Schools can serve as a hub of support for students and families that
may experience lasting effects from the trauma (see EdSource article on lasting trauma impacts of California
wildfires). Students may get needed supports from counselors, access to mental health specialists, and even
seeing familiar teachers and peers. Many families, understandably, remain focused on meeting basic daily
needs for adequate shelter and food.

If eligible public and private schools concur that current social emotional, mental health, and basic shelter

and nutrition needs of students impacted by wildfires in Oregon outweigh the potential negative effects of
increased of COVID-19 risks, which may be mitigated by employing additional safety measures; the schools may
provide in-person services with additional provisions (see below). For many of these students it is believed that
the safest place in the community is at school.



